


We O.W.N LLC

P.O. Box 540861
Grand Prairie, TX 75054

www.marcowalder.com

Printed in the United States of America

© 2020 by Marco Walder. All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the 
author.

This book is designed to provide information in regard to the subject 
matter. The author or publisher does not guarantee any benefits by the 
purchase or use of the material contained within. In an effort to be as 
accurate and complete as possible, please understand that errors may 
exist. Therefore, this publication should be used as a reference guide. 
The author or publisher assumes no liability or responsibility to any 
person or entity with regard to any loss, damage or any result alleged 
directly or indirectly to the information contained in this book.



The Math Tales of Mathias The Math Tales of Mathias 

On a calm and cool Sunday morning, Mathias and his family began 
to pack their bags to check out of the luxurious hotel on Operation 
Island: A Numbers Paradise. Mathias thought about the addition 
skills and math strategies he learned from his new friend Adding 
Addison during their journey. Mathias was so grateful, he wanted to 
say goodbye. 

Mathias was waiting in the lobby of the hotel with Grandma Faith 
as the rest of his family checked out and placed their belongings in the 
taxi to head to the airport. A wonderful vacation spent with his family 
was coming to an end.

As he eagerly waited for the rest of his family to come back into 
the hotel lobby to ask if he could go say goodbye to Adding Addison, 
Mathias grew impatient and decided to ask Grandma Faith could he 
quickly go say goodbye to his new friend. Grandma Faith said, “Sure 
Mathias, just make sure you hurry back because we cannot miss our 
flight home.” Mathias said, “Okay Grandma Faith, I will hurry back. 
Thank you so much, you are the best!” Grandma Faith smiled and 
watched Mathias happily skip towards the pool area where Adding 
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MathiasMathias

Addison and her family were enjoying lunch.

Adding Addison saw Mathias and cheerfully said, “Hello Mathias, I 
thought you all were gone.” Mathias said, “We are loading up the taxi 
and will be leaving shortly, but I wanted to come say goodbye and 
thank you for helping me with my addition.” Adding Addison humbly 
said, “You are welcome Mathias, and I hope you do well this year in Dr. 
No Solution’s class.” Then she winked her eye. Mathias looking puzzled, 
smiled and slowly walked away. Mathias could not figure out how 
Adding Addison knew about Dr. No Solution. With Grandma Faith’s 
words fresh on his mind, he hurried back to the hotel lobby. To his 
surprise, Grandma Faith was not there. Mathias walked outside to see 
if Grandma Faith went to join the rest of the family at the taxi. Again, 
to his surprise no one was outside and the taxi was gone. 

Mathias quickly became very scared because he was alone and 
did not know where his family was. Mathias walked back into the 

hotel and asked the lady at the front desk if 
she saw his family recently. The lady at the front 
desk said, “Yes, your family had an emergency 
and had to leave immediately, but your dad paid 
for another taxi to bring you and Grandma Faith 
to the airport.” Mathias still looking confused 
asked the lady at the front desk, “Where is 
Grandma Faith?” The lady at the front desk 
said, “Here she comes now.” Mathias ran to 
Grandma Faith and asked, “Where did you 

go, what happened, why did the rest of 
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Rounding RaheemRounding Raheem

the family leave?” Grandma Faith calmly replied, “Grandma had to go 
to the restroom baby, you know Prune Juice does not always make 
me feel the best and your dad and mom needed to catch a different 
flight to attend a statewide emergency school board meeting about a 
virus called COVID-19. Your brother and sister had to catch another 
flight to go pack up their belongings at college because the university 
is evacuating the campus because of the COVID-19 virus outbreak.” 
Mathias nervously said, “Oh no Grandma Faith, what do we do now?” 
Grandma Faith said, “Our new taxi is outside waiting for us, so now we 
are going to go to the airport and fly home.”

Grandma Faith and Mathias walked outside to the taxi, and the 
driver and his son stepped out to greet them. The taxi driver said, 
“Hello I am Ronaldo and this is my son Raheem.” Grandma Faith said, 
“Hello Ronaldo, nice to meet you and Raheem.” Mathias smiled and 
said, “Hello Raheem, nice to meet you, and by the way, I like your 
outfit.” Mathias then asked, “Raheem what do you call that type of 
outfit?” Raheem said, “Nice to meet you as well 
Mathias, and where I am from, we call this a 
Dashiki, which is a colorful garment for men and 
women worn mostly in West Africa.” Mathias 
smiled and said, “I like it a lot!” Raheem said 
“Thank you,” and they all hopped into the taxi. 
Ronaldo told Grandma Faith and Mathias to get 
comfortable because the traffic was backed up 
for miles, and the airport was approximately 3 
hours away. Mathias was tired from the fun he 
had with his family and Adding 
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Grandma FaithGrandma Faith

Addison and thought to himself this is a great opportunity to get some 
rest. Mathias laid his head on the back seat and off to dreamland he 
went. Mathias was sound sleep and Grandma Faith noticed he was 
smiling and uttering words in his sleep. She did not pay it any mind 
because she knew Mathias had a great time on their vacation and was 
very tired. As Grandma Faith watched the cars pile up in traffic she 
relaxed and said, “Enjoy your dream Mathias, and I cannot wait to 
hear about the adventure you have this time.”

Mathias, fast asleep and diving deeper into his dream, heard 
someone in his dream telling him, “Wake Up Mathias, Wake Up” we 
have arrived. Mathias still groggy recognized the person talking 
to him was his magical pencil Mr. Scribble. Mathias said, “Hello 
Mr. Scribble, I must be dreaming. Is it time for us to go on another 
math adventure?” Mr. Scribble said, “Yes you are dreaming, and 
it is time for another adventure! This time, we will have a new 
friend to help us on our journey.” Mathias got out of the taxi, and 
as he looked up into the sky, he saw a huge 
sign that read, “Welcome to Africa.” Mathias 
said, “Wow Mr. Scribble, why are we in Africa?” 

Mr. Scribble bounced in front of the sign, 
and from the other side of the taxi Raheem 
appeared. Raheem said, “Hello Mathias.” 
Mathias looking curious said, “Hello Raheem, 
why are you here?” Raheem said, “I am the new 
friend Mr. Scribble told you about who was going 
to join you on your adventure.” 
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Dr. No SolutionDr. No Solution

Mathias feeling excited said, “Okay Raheem this will be fun!” Mathias 
paused and asked, “Raheem do you know why we are in Africa? 

Before Raheem could respond, a huge white envelope appeared 
in the sky and floated down into Mathias’ hands. Mathias opened 
the letter and immediately recognized it was from Dr. No Solution, 
his new second grade teacher. Mathias became worried as he read 
the long letter. The letter listed tons of work he needed to complete 
before school started in a few weeks. He continued to read the letter 
and saw he needed to write a report on Africa, and he also needed to 
complete several lessons on Rounding Whole Numbers. 

Mathias became frustrated and cried out, “How am I going to learn 
about Africa and Rounding Whole Numbers?” Raheem said, “Mathias 
do not worry, I am from Africa and Rounding Whole Numbers is my 
specialty. Back home, they call me Rounding Raheem. I will teach 
you some fun facts about Africa and help you learn how to Round 
Whole Numbers. Mathias jumping for joy said, 
“Thank you Rounding Raheem!” Rounding 
Raheem said, “You are welcome and guess 
who else will be helping us, your friend Adding 
Addison.” Mathias said, “Adding Addison! No 
way, where is she?” Rounding Raheem said “She 
is already waiting for us at your first stop on our 
journey.” Mathias excitedly said, “This is going 
to be fun, and I am ready to learn about Africa 
and Rounding Whole Numbers!” 

5



As they began to walk towards town, Mathias said, “Wait, I am 
forgetting something.” He ran back to the taxi and grabbed his We 
OWN Book Bag. As he grabbed his We OWN Book Bag, he noticed 
a large gift box with his name on it. Mathias opened the large gift 
box, and in it was a new outfit. The card on the gift box read, “From 
Grandma Faith with love.” Mathias, full of joy, pulled out the outfit and it 
was a custom Dashiki made just for him. Mathias jumped back into the 
taxi, changed his clothes, and anxiously told Rounding Raheem, “I am 
ready to learn some fun facts and new math skills!” 

In the distance, Mathias began to hear a haunting laughter which 
began to scare him. He knew it was Dr. No Solution, who would be 
giving him questions he did not know along his journey. Feeling down, 
a soft whisper from far away pierced his ears and said, “Remember 
Mathias, you can do anything, even math in Dr. No Solutions class. 
Grandma Faith believes in you!” Mathias anxiously said, “Mr. Scribble 
and Rounding Raheem, our next adventure awaits us! Together we 
can do anything, even math in Dr. No Solution’s 
class!” as they began their journey in Africa.

Mr.  SolutionMr.  Solution
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Now you will begin your journey in Africa. You will continue in Africa 
learning more history facts, math skills and strategies to defeat Dr. 
No Solution. Rounding Raheem will be your history facts and math 
guide and he is excited to get you going.



If we go by the records of the fossil remains Africa seems to be 
the first continent where human were found. A continent is a large 
continuous mass of land conventionally regarded as a collective 
region. The fossil remains have suggested that humans lived on the 
African continent around 7 million years ago.

 
Africa is the “cradle of humankind’, the place where the first human 

beings and great apes evolved 5 to 10 million years ago. Fossils found 
in Africa, show the modern human beings came from this continent. 
One of the earliest evidences of human life were found in South Africa. 

 
The continents land was suitable for living and remained unknown 

for thousands of years, earning it the name of “Dark Continent”. The 
equator passes through the middle of the Dark Continent and it 
receives direct sunlight throughout the year.

Many powerful kingdoms existed on the African continent in the 
early history and the Middle Ages. Between the 5th and 15th century, 
African slaves were traded mainly by Arab traders. In the late 19th century 
Europeans started conquering Africa which was then colonized, 
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which means to settle in, and take control of, land outside your 
own borders. This occurred in the 19th and 20th century mainly from 
Britain and France, but also from the Dutch, Italian and Germans. 

There are 54 countries and two divided independent 
states with limited or no recognition. Sudan used to be 
the largest country in Africa until it was split into Sudan and 
South Sudan. Algeria is now the largest African country by 
geographical area. Cairo is the largest city, the capital city of Egypt. 

Africa is often thought of as being isolated from the rest of 
the world, but this couldn’t be further from the truth. Africa 
and Europe are separated by less than 9 miles at the Strait 
of Gibraltar, which separates Spain from Morocco, ferries are 
even available to take you from Africa to Europe or vice versa. 

The African continent has the second largest population in the 
world, at more than 1.3 billion people which is more than 16% of the 
world’s population (as of August 2020). It is really no surprise that 
Africa is home to the most genetically diverse people on Earth.

Mr. ScribbleMr. Scribble
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More than half of the African continent is covered by grassland 
or savannah which is a mixed woodland-grassland ecosystem 
characterized by the trees which are widespread. Northern Africa is 
dominated by the vast Sahara desert and the semi-arid which is dry, 
but has more rain than an arid region. The Sahel zone also includes 
fertile land in the Nile delta. Central Africa has rainforest’s, coastal 
plains and the continents highest mountains and lakes. Southern 
Africa lies mainly on a high plateau and only has a small coastal band. 

Africa is the second largest continent in the world with a total area 
of around 11.73 million square miles (30.37 million square kilometers) 

AFRICA IS THE SECOND LARGEST CONTINENT ON EARTH 

Figure 1
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that account for 5.7% of the earth’s surface as well as 20% of the total 
surface of land on our planet.

It is divided into five sub-sections: North Africa, East Africa, Central 
Africa, Southern Africa and West Africa.  One of the most interesting 
facts about Africa is that the length and width of the continent are 
about the same, Horizontal Width: 4,355 miles (7,009 km) from Dakar, 
Senegal, east to Mogadishu, Somalia and Vertical Length: 4,504 miles 
(7,248 km) from Cape Town, South Africa north to Tripoli, Libya.

LARGEST COUNTRY - ALGERIA

Algeria is a country which is among the ten largest countries in the 
world. The country with the most people in Africa is Nigeria, with 
more than 185 million people, but the country is only a third of the size 
of Algeria.
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LARGEST CITY - LAGOS IN NIGERIA

Lagos is in Nigeria and has more than 21 million inhabitants, (people/
animals that live there). Lagos is also one of the biggest metropolitan 
cities in the world and is estimated to become the world’s largest city 
by 2100. Cairo in Egypt is the second largest city in Africa. Other big 
cities in Africa are: Kinshasa (DR Congo), Johannesburg (South Africa), 
Casablanca (Morocco), Nairobi (Kenya), Cape Town (South Africa).

Adding AddisonAdding Addison
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SMALLEST COUNTRY - SEYCHELLES

Seychelles is an archipelago 
or nation of islands in the 
Indian Ocean. On the African 
mainland, and the smallest 
country is The Gambia.

BIGGEST ISLAND - MADAGASCAR

Madagascar is in the Indian Ocean. 
Madagascar is the fourth largest island 
in the Madagascar. It is also the the 
largest island in the African continent 
and it lies just off the east coast of 
Africa. It has a length of around 1,000 
miles with a width of around 350 
miles. This island is also the 4th largest 
island in the world (after Greenland, 
New Guinea and Borneo).
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HIGHEST MOUNTAIN - MOUNT KILIMANJARO

Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is the highest peak or top most point of the 
mountain “Kibo”. Kibo is called ‘Uhuru Peak’, (5895 m/ 19340 ft) and is 
located in the Tanzanian highlands.

AFRICA FACTSAFRICA FACTS

Did you know? The continent has 54 independent 
states and one “non-self-governing territory”.  Non-
self-governing territories are territories whose 
people have not yet attained a full measure of self-
government (Western Sahara).
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BIGGEST LAKE - LAKE VICTORIA

Lake Victoria (bordering Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya) is also the world’s 
second largest freshwater lake. Only Lake Superior in North America 
is bigger.

AFRICA FACTSAFRICA FACTS

Did you know? In 2034, Africa is expected to have the 
world’s largest working-age population of 1.1 billion.
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HIGHEST WATERFALLS - TUGELA FALLAS

Tugela Falls in South Africa are Africa’s highest waterfalls 

LARGEST GREEN CANYON - BLYDE RIVER CANYON

Blyde River Canyon in South Africa is the world’s largest green canyon.

16



SWAZILAND AND LESOTHO

There are sixteen landlocked, or surrounded entirely by land countries 
in Africa. Two tiny countries, Swaziland and Lesotho, are located within 
South Africa. These countries are all located in the interior of the 
continent and neither have access to the Atlantic Ocean nor to the 
Indian Ocean. Two of these countries, the tiny countries, Swaziland 
and Lesotho, are located within South Africa.

AFRICA FACTSAFRICA FACTS

Did you know? The southernmost city in Africa is 
Cape Town in South Africa! However, the southernmost 
or furthest south point of the African continent is 
Cape Agulhas, which is roughly 170km/100 miles 
southeast from Cape Town.
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There are at least 3,000 distinct ethnic groups in Africa and around 
2,000 different languages are spoken and each of them has different 
dialects. In many countries, people speak English, French or Portuguese 
as an additional language, as these languages are often used in 
communication and business. English is widely spoken in Africa 
as many countries were formerly British colonies. Arabic, 
the language spoken in northern Africa, is also used as the 
official language. More than 50% of the world’s French-
speaking population lives here on the continent.

BETWEEN 1500-2000 LANGUAGES ARE SPOKEN IN AFRICA
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